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If you or someone you know has been involved in an auto accident, 
The Utley Law Firm can assist. We’re here to guide you and help you 
understand your legal rights.CONTACT US TODAY AT (404) 831-2921 
FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.

THE Q4   
DELIVERY RUSH: 

Under Georgia law, a legal concept known as respondeat superior 
(or vicarious liability) dictates that an employer is generally responsible 
for the negligent actions of their employees while on the job.
However, many major retailers exploit a massive loophole: they do 
not actually employ their drivers. Instead, companies like Amazon 
contract out the work to third-party Delivery Service Partners (DSPs) 
or classify drivers as “independent contractors.”
When a crash happens, the massive parent company will 
immediately point the finger at the smaller DSP, claiming they 
have zero legal liability for the accident.

Piercing the Corporate Shield
Fighting back against a global logistics corporation and their aggressive 
insurance defense teams requires a law firm that understands how to dis-
mantle this independent contractor defense.
At The Utley Law Firm, we do not let massive parent companies wash 
their hands of the danger they create on our streets. After a commercial 
van accident, our immediate focus is securing the digital evidence before it 
can conveniently “disappear.” 
We can subpoena:

In-cab camera footage and telemetry data
GPS routing logs to prove unrealistic delivery quotas
Driver background checks, training records, and shift schedules

By proving that corporate metrics forced a fatigued, improperly trained 
driver to speed through your neighborhood, we fight to ensure the parent 
company, the DSP, and the driver’s commercial insurance policies are all 
held fully accountable for your injuries.

Protect Your Rights
Commercial delivery accidents are not standard car crashes. The cor-
porate entities involved will have a team of investigators on the scene 
within hours, actively working to minimize your claim and protect their 
bottom line. If you or a loved one has been injured by a commercial van or 
delivery truck in the Atlanta area, you need an attorney who can level the 
playing field – and we would be honored to do so.

As October arrives, the holiday logistics machine kicks into high gear.  
Whether you are navigating narrow streets in Inman Park or commuting 
through suburban subdivisions OTP, you have likely already noticed the surge. 
Neighborhoods are packed with Amazon, FedEx, and UPS delivery vans. 
While the convenience of two-day shipping is undeniable, an influx of com-
mercial vehicles creates a severe hazard for local drivers, pedestrians, and 
children playing near the street. Below, the Utley Law Firm explains how 
you can navigate the chaos and stay unscathed. Read on to understand the 
risks and protect your compensation after an accident.

The Danger of Impossible Quotas 
The root cause of delivery van accidents rarely comes down to simple driver 
error; it comes down to corporate pressure.
Delivery drivers are heavily incentivized (and often aggressively pushed) 
to meet strict, algorithmically determined daily quotas. This intense pres-
sure to deliver hundreds of packages per shift leads directly to dangerous  
behaviors behind the wheel, including:

Speeding through residential neighborhoods and school zones
Abrupt, unpredictable stops in active traffic lanes
Distracted driving while looking at routing tablets or scanning packages
Rolling through stop signs to shave seconds off a route

When a rushed driver operating a massive, heavy commercial van collides 
with a passenger vehicle, the resulting injuries are often serious.

The Independent Contractor Loophole
If a commercial delivery van hits you, you might assume that holding the 
multi-billion-dollar parent company accountable will be straightforward. 
Unfortunately, these logistics giants have spent years building a complex 
legal shield to protect their profits.

Halve the chicken breasts lengthwise. Pat dry with a kitchen towel and 
season with salt and pepper on both sides.

Crush pecans in a food processor. Combine with garlic powder and 
flour in a large bowl.

Beat the egg in a shallow bowl.

Heat oil on medium heat in a large skillet.

Dredge chicken breast slices in the egg, then in the pecan mixture. Cook in 
the skillet until cooked through and browned, about 4-5 minutes on each side.

Remove excess oil from the skillet. Pour honey on the chicken breasts to 
allow them to caramelize and slightly mix in with any juices in the pan.

Garnish with parsley. Serve with your favorite side dish.
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2 large chicken breasts, 
boneless, skinless, about 1 lb 
1 tsp. salt more to taste, if desired  
1/2 tsp. ground black pepper
1 cup pecans crushed 4-5 oz
1 tbsp. flour plain or gluten-free
1 tbsp. garlic powder
1 egg beaten
2  tbsp. olive oil
1/3 cup honey (80 ml)
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PECAN-CRUSTED 
Chicken
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Recipe by cookedandloved.com
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Easy to work with, a great source of information, and very helpful. If I had to do this 
all over again, I would choose The Utley Law Firm again and again.

A.S.
A friend recommended this firm and I’m so glad I called them. I felt hopeless and 
upset but both Nick and Carolann were extremely helpful, and kind. They took 
what felt like a huge defeat and walked me through my options and found a favorable 
outcome for me. The entire process was informative, quick, and everyone was super 
friendly. I hope I don’t need their services again, but if I do I’m happy to know I have 
someone to trust.

What Our Clients Are 
Saying About Us!

Disclaimer: Content of this newsletter may not be used or reproduced without written permission of the author. This newsletter is not intended to replace the services of an attorney.  
No expressed or implied guarantees have been made or are made by the author or publisher. Information in this newsletter is for informational purposes only and is not a substitute 
for professional legal advice.

GUS THE LEGAL BEAGLE SAYS:

Keep Your 
Ears Perked for 

Scooters 
& E-bikes!

If you’re planning to zip around Atlanta on an e-bike or 
scooter this fall, take a mindful paws. Before you get 
the zoomies, you need to know the laws!

While it might seem safer to 
cruise on the sidewalk to avoid 
heavy traffic, you’re barking up 
the wrong tree: riding scooters on 
the sidewalk is strictly prohibited 
under Atlanta law.

You must stick to the street or des-
ignated bike lanes, so always stay in 
your lane!  

Also, keep in mind that city rental 
scooters have a mandatory curfew. 
They shut down from 2 a.m. to 4 a.m.
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